
 1 

Spring 2017 

Jottings from the Chair 
Well hello everyone! 
 
I have been extremely lucky going on holidays 
through the first 3 weeks of August when it was cold 
and wet.  What a rollercoaster season it has been; a 
dry start for an extended period and now very wet! 
 
I am amazed at how much has happened at SCF in 
the last month.  Nathan and the team have run  
several field walk and extension activities.  These 
include; West and East group field days, Sclerotinia 
field walk and discussion with Rajvit Khangura, a visit 
from an Eastern States farming group, a second spray 
day with Farmanco expert Bill Campbell and finally a 
visit from the Landmark agronomy team!  I’m told farmers like John Howard, Scott 
Smith, Mark and Steven Adams and Josh Goad have taken the time to speak to the 
various visiting groups.  Thank you to everybody who has taken the time to do that, 
it is a great way to share knowledge and helps grow the profile of our group.  I 
hope members have enjoyed these days and the networking that occurs during and 
after them. 
 
Now the Cooperative project. 
 
It is moving fast—the team has hit the ground running to get things moving for this 
project, well done to Christine, Victoria, Ken and Lyn on the initial work they have 
been doing.  You can read a bit about the project later in the newsletter. 
 
Many meetings with lots of potential collaborators and partners have set the 
groundwork for the coming months.  The quality of this team is exceptional.  The 
benefit of being inclusive with other grower groups in the project puts us in good 
stead. 
 
Let’s hope that this rollercoaster season finds some equilibrium and is easy on us 
farmers for the remainder of the season! 
 
 

Cheers, Derek 

Events For Your Calendar 

 

21 September 2017 

Spring Field Day 

Contact Nathan Dovey 0429 468 030 

27 September 2017 

Board Meeting 

Contact Christine Kershaw 0429 236 729 

26 October 2017 

Annual Dinner 

Contact Kathi McDonald 0408 418 531 
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     Chief Executive Officer Update 

We have been busy as always at 
SCF since our last newsletter but I 
have also been particularly  
impressed by the level of  
enthusiasm and support SCF is 
getting from its members. How 
you manage to attend meetings 
and events AND keep your grain 
and livestock businesses ticking 
along I don’t know but our work 
would be meaningless without 

your involvement. There was a big member turnout 
this last couple of months to small field events, our 
first Livestock event (130), committee and board 
meetings and helping out in the office too! There is 
more happening than ever before and it’s very  
motivating to the SCF team to see members turning  
up and to know that our hard work is appreciated.  
 

Please save the date for our next Spring Field Day 
event at Green Range on September 21.  
 

In the coming weeks, the R&D team will be focused on 
developing new RD&E projects for members with the 
guidance of the R&D committee. If you have any ideas 
or suggestions send in your ideas to Nathan at  
nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au . Top that off with 
$635,000 in new funding for the co-operatives project 
over the next 18 months and you have some fantastic 
things happening at SCF!. 

Last week SCF hosted a Chinese government  
delegation who were here looking at snails issues.  

They were very impressed with the efforts SCF  
members are making to bring snails under control  
before they establish in this region but it’s a good  
reminder for all members to do what you can  
pre-season this year to manage snails through baiting 
and keeping vegetation low near paddocks.  Other  
recent interesting activities included visiting the  
Denmark Ag College to discuss collaboration, giving a 
presentation at Grower Group Alliance conference in 
Perth, meeting with Albany, Cranbrook and  
Plantagenet shires about road conditions and the  
cooperatives project and talks with wifi companies 
about sorting out some alternative  solutions to the 
NBN debacle for our members. We just don’t have 
enough room in the newsletter to show everything 
that is happening but keep an eye on the SCF website 
and twitter for updates and know that everything we 
do is focused on improving your influence and  
reputation as a collective group of hard working  
farmers in the Albany Port Zone.  

I look forward to seeing you all at our Spring Field Day 
event on September 21 – please go onto SCF website 
to register. We will also be advertising some grower 
forums soon in partnership with the Gillamii Centre 
and Fitzgerald Biosphere Group to talk to members 
about the establishment of a farmer’s cooperative in 
our region . Please get involved and make your 
thoughts known! See you soon ☺  
 

Christine 

Mobile: 0429 236 729 Email: ceo@scfarmers.org.au 

SCF CEO and board members speaking to a Chinese  

delegation on snail mitigation strategies on the South 

Coast 

SCF CEO, Christine, visited the Denmark Ag College in 

August and toured their new dairy facility 

mailto:nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au
mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
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     Introducing Alaina Smith... 

SCF needs you! 

 SCF are looking for someone interested in doing 

some casual work on sponsorship for a few hours a 

week.  

Please contact our CEO, Christine Kershaw for further information. 

Mobile: 0429 236 729      Email:  ceo@scfamers.org.au 

Hello to all our member and supporters,  
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed working with SCF 
in the past year, helping with a couple of 
projects and events, including the Crop  
Updates, Livestock 17 and the upcoming 
Spring Field Day. However agricultural  
research is my passion and I am busy  
working on some new project ideas to  
present to our board members very soon.  
 
Originally from Perth, I studied Natural  
Resource Management at UWA and went 
on to do my PhD investigating the salt and 
waterlogging tolerance of wild relatives of 
wheat and barley (hasn’t salinity fallen off 
the radar?). I came down here to work with 
the Dept. of Agriculture (now DPIRD) as a 
barley development officer. At that time all 
the funding and action seemed to be in 
grower groups so I was very excited when 
SCF was formed. I am married to Scott 
Smith and over the past 10 years I have 
worked with the accounts and payroll in the 
family business while raising our two  
children.  
 
Working with SCF feels like a perfect fit for 
me…I can pursue my interest in agricultural 
research while directly helping growers in 
our region. I am currently working at SCF 
two days per week and have been so  
impressed with the SCF community; our 

staff, board and sponsors. I enjoy being in 
the DPIRD office again, reconnecting with 
the great agricultural research being done 
by grower groups, the govt. and industry in 
our region. While I am obviously familiar with 
the eastern side of the SCF membership, I 
look forward to meeting with members in the 
west and understanding your farming  
systems and challenges. I hope to see many 
of you at our annual Spring Field Day on the 
21

st
 of September.  

Alaina 
Project Officer 

Contact: (M) 0438 986 404     

(E) alaina.smith@scfarmers.org.au 

 

 

mailto:nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au
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SCF has secured $495,000 additional funding from the DPIRD Grower Group R&D Fund to investigate the 

feasibility of establishing a farmer-owned co-operative enterprise in the Great Southern.  This funding is in 

addition to previous $140,000 funds received from the Commonwealth’s Farm Cooperatives and Collabo-

ration Pilot Program funding. Specific activities will be to look at the feasibility of establishing a multi-

purpose mill and/or grain processing facility in our region.  

Both projects will specifically look at; 

• Market research and value chain analysis to identify/prioritise new niche markets and processing options 

for grain from our region.  

• Product testing to compare local grain characteristics with customer specifications for quality animal 

feeds, biscuits and noodles to see if we will be able to achieve satisfactory quality.  

• Study to determine the best business model for, and feasibility of, establishing a feed mill, lamb feedlots 

and/or a grain processing centre in our region.  

The project commenced in early August with completion due in early 2019. For further information please 

contact Christine Kershaw 0429 236 729 / ceo@scfarmers.org.au  or visit www.scfarmers.org.au  

New funding for the Cooperative Projects             Victoria Bennett, SCF 

Full steam ahead for the Cooperative Sheep Feedlot  

Feasibility Project                                                            Victoria Bennett, SCF 

Feedlot visits, collecting data for viability of a farmer-owned feedlot co-operative, meetings with processors and  

engagement with local councils for involvement and site location is all under way for the six-month feedlot  

feasibility study. 

We would like to  acknowledge and thank our neighbouring grower groups and farmers from the Gillamii Centre and 

Fitzgerald Biosphere Group who are partnering with us in this project. 

NEXT - Review of sheep businesses in the Great Southern 

The next stage for the project will be collection of actual sheep business data within the Great Southern. This is  

fundamental to ensuring an accurate feasibility analysis. Therefore, a sheep review survey will be hitting your email 

box soon containing important questions we hope you will please answer for us to help feed accurate real time  

information into our feedlot feasibility model. The type of information we are looking at gaining a better  

understanding of is; 

• Breeding sheep flock numbers and types 

• Lambing and turn off times 

• Treatment and management protocols 

• Out of specification-lower priced grain.   

The information will be analysed and used ONLY in-house by SCF and the contractor to input accurate information 

into the model. 

SOON - Forums for farmers to engage and contribute towards the co-operative project 

The aim of these forums will be to INFORM, ENGAGE AND INCLUDE farmers in the design of the farmer-owned co-

operative enterprise and seek expressions of interest. Forums will be held in late October in Cranbrook, Jerra-

mungup, South Stirlings and West Kendenup so keep an eye out for more information coming out soon. Come along 

and find out more about the co-operative project and how you and your farm could benefit. This is relevant to both 

grains and livestock farming.  

Please feel free to contact Victoria Bennett 0428 171 285 for further information.  

mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
http://www.scfarmers.org.au
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August Spray Day Wrap-Up 
 

Nathan Dovey  

SCF hosted round two of a spraying application work-shop on  

Friday, August 25.  The workshop was delivered by Bill Campbell 

from Farmanco. Special thanks to Simon Hilder and family for 

hosting the talks in his very tidy work-shop. Also thank you to  

Kellie Shields for holding the practical demonstration of applying 

fungicides on flowering canola. It was great to have access to  

gravel lane-ways flanked by canola so Simon had no chance of 

getting bogged during the demonstration!  

The day started with a slide-show presented by Bill in the  

work-shop. Bill covered many topics including nozzle selection, 

spray quality, effects of ground speed, water rates etc. A major 

theme explored was that low water rates, like 30Lt/ha, simply cannot achieve what higher water rates, such as 

80L/ha can. It was interesting to see that most farmers in the room were spraying at 80L/ha and above in most 

cases.  

At the end of the sit-down session we explored some of the numbers comparing late season fungicide sprays 

from different spray rigs. This included analysis of costings from self-propelled boom sprays versus tug-along 

boom sprays and the economics of getting in an aeroplane or helicopter. These sorts of decisions occur  

regularly in the Frankland area as you imagine. When you consider the losses from crop damage, from late  

spraying applications, it can certainly make the costs of aerial contractors quite competitive.  

From there we moved into the field, starting with canola at Kellie Shields’ property across the road and then 

some wheat on Hilders’ place. It was interesting to note that Bill and Simon did not get the same results as per 

their spray set-up from the day before on the first couple of passes. Adjustments had to be made and it  

demonstrated how important it is to monitor your spray patterns. Chemicals are expensive but spray failures or 

sub-optimal applications could cost you even more. It was pleasing to hear that many growers had applied  

lessons learnt from our previous work-shop at Hunt’s earlier in the year. It was even more pleasing that they 

had noticed the improvements in their spraying results.  

The day was rounded out with some refreshments and meat cooked on the Elders BBQ by yours truly. Thanks 
also to Elders for lending SCF the BBQ trailer once again.  
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Field Walk Wrap-Up  
 

                               Nathan Dovey – R&D Coordinator 

It’s been a busy couple of months with field walks across the SCF area covering a range of farming topics.  Here is 
a snap shot of what the SCF team and members have been up to. 

 

On the 1st of August the western sub-committee of SCF 
held an afternoon field-walk on the Preston, Slade and 
Beech properties. We were joined by a small touring 
group of farmers from southern NSW and northern  
Victoria who were keen to learn all they could about WA 
dryland cropping. 

At Prestons we heard from Neil and Mark’s experience 
from running chaff carts over the last two years and saw 
first hand the break down of the chaff piles. The guys 
then explained a seeding fertiliser rates (P effects) trial 
that they had been runnning on-farm for the last few 
years. SCF will contribute to this trial in 2017 by using 
the weigh trialer to strengthen results obtained from the 
yield monitor.  

 

Next stop was the Slade’s property where we looked at emergence results from accidentally seeding canola at 
70mm in depth. Being good sports, Andrew Slade left a strip to see how it fared before re-seeding the deeply 
sown area. The picture above highlights how patchy the germination was and comparisons with the re-sown area 
show that the decision to re-seed was 100% correct.  

Finally we finished the evening at the Beeches shearing shed where we had a presentation from Brent Pritchard 
(Farmanco) and Clare Beech on some useful apps that members might like to try as part of the eConnected  
project. Thanks to everybody who volunteered their time, especially Clare who did the bulk of the organising.  

 

On the 2nd of August Nathan took the eastern states 
farmer group to the Adams family farm in 
Woogenellup. Steven and Mark showed everyone the 
Integrated Harrington Seed Destructor on their header 
and talked through the pro’s and con’s of it. Mark also 
gave an impromtu history lesson of their herbicide re-
sistance management strategies over the years.  

After morning tea, the group then explored the Adams 
machinery shed to look at all of the machinery in use in 
their farming operation. This naturally lead to discus-
sions about farming ideas in the area and production 
efficiencies of different macninery. A lot was learnt 
from all involved, including the SCF R & D  co-ordinator. 
Thank you to Mark, Steven and Heather for hosting the 
group. We received lot’s of positive feedback regarding 
their visit.  
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On Wednesday the 9th of August, the eastern SCF  
committee held a short field-walk in the afternoon, 
which over 40 people attended. Unfortunately, due to 
inclement weather it was mostly a “work-shop walk” 
because nobody was too keen to stand in the rain.  
 
McIntosh & Son demonstrated the Agri-spread fertiliser 
spreader which can throw urea out to 36m accurately 
and evenly. Our hope was to test this claim but we had 
to settle for a talk and a quick demonstration in between 
showers. Thank you to McIntosh & Son for bringing out 
the spreader and tractor for the afternoon.  
 
We also heard from Craig White (Bayer) talking about 
Sclerotinia management in canola including the Prosaro 
scale. Our plan of checking out some of Smith’s canola 
was curtailed by the persistent rain and cold  
temperatures. Thankfully the fires were roaring and  
people were rugged up so they could enjoy a beer and 
sausage. Jake even had to make an emergency visit to 
the country club to buy more beer! Thank you, Craig, for 
your talk and leading the discussion on Sclerotinia man-
agement options.  
 
 
On Tuesday the 15th of August SCF hosted some farmers 
from the Corrigin Farm Improvement Group (CFIG).  
Nathan showed them the dual-purpose feed wheat trials 
hosted by John & Christine Howard and talked about 
some of the plot and farm-scale results from last year. 
John Howard then gave some insight into his farming 
operations and talked about some of the clay spreading activities that have taken place locally in the last dec-
ade or more. Next stop was hosted by Scott Smith at Copper Valley where we saw some high yield potential 
barley and canola crops. To provide a reality check the group then moved to Baboo which is struggling from 
water-logging issues to show the CFIG farmers one of the down-sides to cropping in the HRZ. Thank you to 
Scott and John for giving the CFIG group a little of your time.  
 
On Monday the 21st of August SCF members were invited to attend a field walk with Dr Ravjit Khangura who is 
a plant pathologist with DPIRD that specialises in canola diseases. Ravjit also had Canadian disease expert Dr 
Kelly Turkington in attendance who as able to give us the Canadian perspective on sclerotinia. The conversation 

centred around firstly, correctly identifying canola  
flowering percentages and then discussing when and 
when not to spray. Local growers shared their own  
experiences and observations in recent years to try and 
relate seasonal weather conditions and crop stages to 
significant positive responses from applying a fungicide. 
The decision of whether to spray or not depends on many 
factors including, yield potential, spray track damage, 
flowering stage, previous disease history, rainfall,  
humidity and field observations of sclerotinia infections. 
We are still a long way from having all the answers, but 
events like these and continual research at least make for 
better informed decisions.  

Field Walk Wrap Up continued... 
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Hosted by the Grower Group Alliance (GGA), more 
than 150 grower group and industry members from 
across Australia converged in Perth to discuss the RD 
& E investment trends and the opportunities for  
grower groups in a changing funding landscape.  
Stirlings to Coast Farmers (SCF) were well represented 
by Nathan Dovey, Ken Drummond, Don Nicholls and 
Christine Kershaw, who was a guest speaker.  
 

Christine spoke about how SCF are acting as an  
incubator for the new cooperative enterprise  
feasibility study. The SCF team will provide initial  
project support to the cooperative enterprise project 
and, if the feasibility proves it to be viable, will  
collaborate with the farmer-owned cooperative entity 
in the future to improve RD&E outcomes locally.  The 
role of SCF is to encourage farmers from across our 
region to collaborate and cooperate with each other 

to create a farmer-owned cooperative enterprise  
focused on adding value to our basic commodities. 
Through the value created by the cooperative we also 
hope to move funding for SCF to a more self-
sustaining model, as SCF will have an alternative 
source of RD&E income.  
 

The event provided lots of opportunities for the SCF 
team to network with other grower groups and  
members of the agricultural industry. It was great to 
hear what impact grower groups are having within 
their own farming communities. It was also a great 
way to stimulate new project ideas for SCF to either 
adopt or even re-produce in our local environment. 
Overall the GGA summit provided SCF with another 
opportunity to promote our activities and the group as 
a whole.  

SCF at the Grower Group National Forum 

Nathan Dovey, R&D Co-ordinator 

Multi-Peril Crop Insurance 

 

Have you considered Multi-Peril Crop Insurance for your operation? Perhaps you don’t 

fully understand what MPCI is all about? 

 GrainGrowers has released a book about Multi-Peril Crop Insurance. It explains the 

different types of insurance cove available to growers and the advantages and  

disadvantage of each. MPCI is not for everyone, but knowing what it is all about will 

help you make a better decision. 

The book is available for download from the GrainGrowers site here. You can also get a printed copy if you  
contact Alan Meldrum on  0427 384 760 or alan.meldrum@graingrowers.com.au. 

Australian Grain Leaders Program 

The 2018 AGLP is open to up to 10 emerging leaders in the grains industry and is best 

suited to people committed to the future of the Australian grains industry, who are: 

• Aged between 21 and 40 years and an Australian citizen; 
• Actively involved in the grain industry or planning to take up grain production; 
• Keen to enhance their grains industry leadership;  
• Want to develop personal and professional leadership knowledge and skills.  

The AGLP, an initiative of Grain Growers Limited (GrainGrowers), is open to all Australian industry par-
ticipants from across the supply chain, including but not limited to; grain farmers and farm employees, 
traders, processors, manufacturers, millers, researchers, consultants, and policy officers (see selection 
guidelines). 

Applications close 29 September 2017.  For further information or to obtain an application form, con-

tact Alan Meldrum on 0427 384 760 or  alan.meldrum@graingrowers.com.au 

http://www.graingrowers.com.au/policy/resources
mailto:alan.meldrum@graingrowers.com.au


 10 

LOCATION: Brad and Jeremy Wood, Kendenup 

The long term Nil Disturbance Systems comparison Trial has given different plant establishment re-
sults in 2017 when seeding with marginal moisture conditions at end of May 2017 (see plant count 
results below).  

In the 2016 season, with good rains following seeding of canola in April 2016,  the expression of non-
wetting in this typical Forest Gravel was minimal.  

Ben Oldfield is modifying his tyne seeder for the 2018 growing season putting in a section of discs 
which could provide an excellent opportunity to compare slot seeding with tyne seeding.  

Nil Disturbance Trial Update August 2017 

John Blake, R&D Consultant 

2017 Field Peas 

Plot on the right hand side was sown 

with and NDS Disc slot seeder and had an 

average plant count over the 8 reps of 25 

plants/m2. 

Plot on the right hand side was sown 

with the Tyne seeder and had an average 

plant count over 4 reps of 20 plants/m2. 

2016 Canola 

NDS Disc slot seeder—average plant 

count over 8 reps of 34 plants/m2. 

Tyne Seeder—average plant count over 4 

reps of 41 plants/m2 

Plots that were cultivated and then tyne 

seeded had an average plant count of 40 

plants/m2. 
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On the 24th of August, I observed Andrew Slade utilising  

Electronic identification (eID) technology to capture data more 

efficiently and accurately when shearing their Greenline  

maternal composite stud rams. The Slade family have begun 

testing their stud rams for fleece weight, wool yield and  

micron diameter. This extra data is to assist clients with their 

decision making when purchasing rams. 

Andrew employed the services of Jonathon England, a  

consultant from Aginnovate, to oversee the process of taking 

the wool sub-samples plus weighing and recording the fleece 

weights. Andrew already uses eID tags in his stud sheep for 

automatic drafting of stud ewes, weaning and post weaning 

data collection. The extra data around wool quality and yield 

has been a request from ram buyers and through utilising eID 

technology Andrew has been able to facilitate this very easily. 

The process was very simple and had little impact on the  

normal shearing and wool classing process. An Allflex RS420 

eID stick reader was used to scan the eID tag in the ram’s ear 

during the process of the ram being shorn. Taking a reading 

was as simple as placing the end of the reader near the tag 

and pressing of the button. Once a reading was collected the 

stick reader buzzed so there was no chance of doubling up. 

The stick reader was linked to a labelling machine, attached to 

Jonathon’s belt, that produced a barcode on a sticker. The 

sticker was then transferred to a plastic sampling bag ready 

for collecting the wool sample from the ram’s mid-side. Once 

the ram was shorn the fleece and sub-sample was weighed on 

a set of scales. Using another barcode-reader, the fleece 

weight was easily recorded and the data was stored directly 

on a laptop. 

The whole process was done with less stress and greater  

accuracy because of the use of the eID tags already attached 

to the ram’s ear. One person was easily able to scan the rams, 

label the bags and collect the wool sub-samples for three 

shearers. Andrew operated the weighing scales and made sure 

the barcodes for each fleece matched the sub-sample and the 

correct ram.  

One of the shearers made comment on the day that eID tags 
were much less interruptive to them, than reading visual tags. 
The net result was more accurate information for the Slade’s, 
and their ram buyers, for minimal cost.  

Using eID tags with stud rams 

Nathan Dovey, R&D Co-ordinator and Andrew Slade, host farmer 

Jonathon England taking a wool 
sub-sample from the ram’s mid 
side. The sub-sample is then 
placed into a plastic bag with the 
bar-code sticker attached.  

A wool sample placed in 
a plastic lunch bag with 
a barcoded sticker that 
was created in the 
shearing shed  
immediately after  
scanning. The bar code 
relates to the individual 
ram that was identified 
by its electronic I 
dentification tag (eID).  

Andrew Slade weighing and 
recording the fleece weight 
directly onto a laptop with a 
bar-code reader. The process 
was fast and simple with  
minimal chance of error.  

Jonathon England bagging 
a wool sample whilst  
holding the eID (Stick) 
reader under his arm-pit. 
When done at an  
appropriate time there was 
no interruption of the 
shearer or ram from  
scanning the eID tag or 
collecting the wool sample 
from the ram’s mid side.  
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On the 24th of August Andrew Slade, under the guidance of Jonathon England from Aginnovate, set up pedigreescan for his first 

and second tier Greenline stud ewe flock. As mentioned in the previous newsletter, pedigreescan matches up ewes and lambs 

based on the timings of the ewes and lambs passing through the scanner. The scanner reads the electronic identification tag 

(eID) of the ewe and lamb as they pass through. A lamb is likely to follow its mother closely through the scanner. Therefore, 

after many passages through the unit, the software technology can accurately match up ewes and lambs.  

In just over two weeks the unit has recorded over 30,000 passes from the 300 ewes and 440 lambs. Stay tuned for the results 

in the next newsletter.  

Slade Pedigreescan 

Nathan Dovey, R&D Coordinator 

Greenline tier one and tier two stud ewes and lambs 

walking through the pedigreescan by Sapien  

technologies. Since August 24th we have recorded over 

30,000 reads on the scanner. The paddock has 300 

ewes and 440 lambs in the mob.  
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Harvest weed seed control (HWSC) is an important option in the 

integrated weed management toolbox for managing cropping 

weeds.  Research conducted by AHRI indicates that annual 

ryegrass, wild radish, wild oats and brome grass all retain high  

proportions (70%+) of total seed production above harvest cutting 

height (15cm) at the beginning of wheat crop harvest (Walsh, 

2013). There are a range of different techniques available to reduce 

the weed seed returning to the seedbank by managing what  

happens to the seed as it is processed by the harvester, including 

options such as narrow windrow burning, chaff carts and seed  

destructors.   

Harvest Weed Seed Control (HWSC) in its 

various forms has been well taken up by 

WA growers in the last decade. The  

Integrated Harrington Seed Destructor 

(iHSD) is a high capital outlay option with 

the benefit of destroying seeds as part of 

the harvest process. 

Research by the Australian Herbicide  

Resistance Initiative (AHRI) found that the 

iHSD can destroy >99 per cent (+/- 0.1) of 

brome grass and wild oat seeds, >95 per 

cent (+/- 0.8) of ryegrass seeds and >93 

per cent (+/- 2.6) of wild radish seeds that 

pass through the harvester.  

After seven years of integrated weed 

management including the use of the iHSD control Ray Harrington 

has got his wild radish numbers down on paddocks that previously 

had high densities.  He is now questioning whether a radish spray 

costing anywhere from $15 to $25/ha is good value for money or 

whether low radish densities can be maintained by handpicking 

radish or leaving the radish to be managed at harvest time. Ray has 

a canola, barley, barley rotation and is 100 per cent cropping.  

Peter Newman (AHRI) looked at hand weeding wild radish at 

Geraldton in the 2015 season. He found that hand picking wild  

radish could be a more economical option for paddocks that had 5 

plants/ha or less with casual labour costing $25/hour.  

To investigate whether it is possible to omit the post  

emergent radish spray when there are low radish numbers we are 

setting up a demonstration to monitor changes to radish  

populations under a range of IWM combinations. The paddock will 

be monitored for several years to see how radish density and  

distribution/location change. The goal is to determine if we can 

maintain the current low radish numbers with harvest weed seed 

control and hand weeding and no selective spraying. 

To get an idea of radish distribution and densities, a paddock in its 

second year of barley which had no selective radish spray this year 

was surveyed. Ten hectares were examined and mapped taking 

around two and half hours. From this we found 86 clusters (of  

between four to six plants of the same growth stage) or isolated 

single plants of radish in the ten hectares; 8.6 clusters or plants/ha.  

The surveyed paddock was long and thin with high wild  

radish numbers along the sown paddock edges and in the unsown 

firebreaks. This paddock will not be used for 

the future investigation.  Surveying it  

provided an opportunity to gain an  

understanding of the distribution through 

the paddock, techniques for measuring and 

highlighted the risk uncontrolled firebreaks 

pose. Border spraying would take out a 

large portion of these radish clusters, mak-

ing clean boundaries an important step for 

managing radish without selective spraying.  

This work will provide insight into the ability 
of harvest weed seed control techniques to 
maintain low or decrease radish popula-
tions in cropping rotations.  

 

 

 

For more information on HWSC: 

https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/

publications/2013/10/the-effectiveness-of-onfarm-methods-of-

weed-seed-collection-at-harvest-time 

http://www.weedsmart.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/AHRI

-Harvest-Weed-Seed-Control-Booklet_2013-version.pdf  
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AIM: To demonstrate the benefits of Super Phos Extra, MOP and NK11 to pasture productions on an es tree farm block. 

LOCATION: Metcalfe’s, Many Peaks 

PADDOCK HISTORY:  Bluegums up to 3 years ago (for 10 years). 2.5 t/ha Walco lime (80% NV) and 220 kg/ha Super CZM applied in 

2016. Sowed with 15 kg/ha 75% rye (Leura) /25% sub clover mix.  

SOIL ANALYSIS: November 2016 

NULOGIC RECOMMENDATION: For 7 t/ha dry matter (80% legume): 40P, 24K, 0S 

TREATMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRY MATTER PRODUCTION 

 

• 1.5 t/ha DM extra feed 

grown with 300 kg/ha Super 

Phos Extra (treatment 6) 

• Extra DM can run another 

3 DSE’s for the whole year 

• Produced at critical times 

of the year early and winter 

feed. 

 

PLANT TISSUE TEST RESULTS: 

• Phosphorus (P) uptake 

with increasing rates,  

Potassium (K) showing 

marginal, all TE’s are in 

adequate supply. 

• Great results so far  

considering 3 years ago 

the paddock had been in 

trees for 15 years. 

Fertiliser benefits to pasture production on ex-tree 
farm blocks                        Keith Gundill  
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     Managing snails over harvest                Kathi McDonald, SCF 

If snail control during the growing season has not been successful, or only partially successful, then the risk of snail contam-
ination in grain at harvest is higher.  There are some management options available to growers with high snail numbers at 
the end of the season to prevent contamination of grain at harvest. 
 
Preventing contamination during harvest  
If you do have snail contamination in your grain at harvest, one option is to use a combination of header modifications to 
reduce the number of snails entering the grain sample, although this is likely to be more the case for the larger snail types 
rather than the small pointed snails. The general trade-off will be reduced harvester throughput and/or increased grain 
loss. 
 
Minimising snail intake options:  

• Early and strategic harvesting: as summer progresses, snails become harder to dislodge from the canopy. They are 
easier to dislodge after light rainfall.  

• Harvest windrows early: snails are attracted to windrows. Using harvesters with open raking fronts rather than belt 
feeders decreases snail numbers.  

• Use a stripper front: this may dislodge more snails than a conventional front.  

• Dislodge bars and rotary brush fitted to the front of the harvester can reduce snail intake: decreasing the amount of 
snails and muck that has to be dealt with inside the header. These bars are most suited to large round snails located 
high in the canopy and are more effective when used early in the harvest season. 

 
Maximising snail/grain separation  

• Threshing intensity: Effective to crush large round snails.  

• Sieve sizes: Replacing adjustable louvre sieves with fixed aperture sieve designs tailored to the size of snails and 
grain has proved a reliable modification to harvesters for removing round snails from grain. 

 
Cleaning contaminated grain  after harvest  
Snail-crushing rollers, in combination with conventional grain cleaners, are effective at removing snails from grain of the 
same size. Overall performance of a snail roller depends on clearance between the two rollers, grain moisture, roller hard-
ness, speed of rotation and feed rate of grain into the rollers.  
 
The roller provides an economic, high capacity, versatile and effective on-farm cleaning option for snails but alone may not 
achieve a sample that meets receival standards. Pre-scalping and post screening using a traditional grain cleaner, either 
side of the rolling operation, are generally required for receival standards to be achieved.  
 
In addition to the snail roller, a field bin and auger are required. If cereals and pulses are to be cleaned, two sets of rollers 
of different hardness are recommended. 
 
Stirlings to Coast Farmers imported a snail roller to WA in 2016 and are in the process of improving its design for future 
manufacture. More information can be found on the SCF website – www.scfarmers.org.au and in ‘Snail Management 
Guide for WA Farmers’. 
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Sheep feeding calculators—eConnected 

                        Brent Pritchard and James MacFarlane  

Take home messages: 

• Sheep feed will be at a premium for the rest of the year 

• Make feed budget plans now and reassess monthly 

• Make cash flow budget changes now 

• Monitor livestock condition and health frequently 

At the West Group field walk in August we assessed some livestock calculators, mainly looking at feeding.  As sheep feed will 

likely be at a premium all season it is important to make decisions on feed as early as possible.  The ‘spring flush’ won’t be 

much of a flush at all in some areas, given the poor winter growth and for others, productivity of pastures may not be as 

good as normal to finish lambs and return ewes back to condition score 3 in preparation for joining.   

The technology age is here to help with some quite simple calculators to help determine feed rations and in some cases  

allow for increased or decreased condition score and weight gain.  DPIRD, Sheep’s Back and NSW DPI have developed  

feeding calculators.  The DPIRD calculator is internet based from the DPIRD website.  The Sheep’s Back calculator is available 

through the Sheep’s Back program.  NSW DPI have developed an app that is available through the Apple app store.  Search 

for Drought Feed Calculator or NSW DPI. 

DPIRD also have a feed budget calculator which will help you determine the supplementary feed requirements for a class of 

sheep on a yearly basis.  Go to: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/feeding-nutrition/annual-feed-budget-sheep-enterprises to 

view this calculator.  We will not cover this one at present, however it will help plan a budget feed requirement for the  

summer and autumn next year.  

Animal health 
Drought feeding, full ration feeding or confinement feeding increases the risks of sheep diseases dramatically.   

Lactating ewes should have 20% of the diet as roughage (hay/higher quality straw).  There are also significant animal health 

issues that need to be understood when animals are on full rations.   

• Pregnancy toxaemia 

• Acidosis 

• Pulpy kidney 

• Suffocation 

• Fly strike 

• Pink eye 

• Pneumonia 

• Salmonellosis 

• Sheep worms 

Stock need to be monitored daily and sick animals removed and treated separately. Avoid stresses, such as boggy ground 
(when and if it rains), overcrowding, dust and irregular feeding. Regular cleaning of feed and water troughs will also prevent 
diseases. 
 
For further information please contact your Farmanco Consultant. 
 
References 
Drought Feeding and Management of Sheep Victorian Dept of Primary Industries 
NSW DPI Drought Feed Calculator App – Apple App Store.  Information  
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/drought-feed-calculator   
DAFWA Supplementary Feeding Calculator for Pregnant and lactating Ewes  
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/feeding-nutrition/supplementary-feeding-and-feed-budgeting-sheep 
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/feeding-nutrition/supplementary-feeding-calculator-pregnant-and-lactating-ewes 
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/feeding-nutrition/annual-feed-budget-sheep-enterprises  
AWI Wool  

https://www.wool.com/on-farm-research-and-development/sheep-health-welfare-and-productivity/sheep-nutrition/awi-

drought-resources/  

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/feeding-nutrition/annual-feed-budget-sheep-enterprises
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/drought-feed-calculator
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/feeding-nutrition/supplementary-feeding-and-feed-budgeting-sheep
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/feeding-nutrition/supplementary-feeding-calculator-pregnant-and-lactating-ewes
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/feeding-nutrition/annual-feed-budget-sheep-enterprises
https://www.wool.com/on-farm-research-and-development/sheep-health-welfare-and-productivity/sheep-nutrition/awi-drought-resources/
https://www.wool.com/on-farm-research-and-development/sheep-health-welfare-and-productivity/sheep-nutrition/awi-drought-resources/
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The Board  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers Board. This group 
meet regularly and guide the events and research priorities for the group. They 
appreciate input from the wider membership and can be contacted on the  
numbers listed below : 

• Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  (Chairperson) 

• Jon Beasley 0427 552 206 

• Tracy Bradshaw 0499 477 013 

• Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  

• John Howard 0428 543 004  

• Darren Moir 0428 279 256 

• Andrew Slade 9852 4096 or 0433 779 426  

• Scott Smith 9847 7043 or 0429 466 037  

• Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  

• Clare Webster 0427 555 981 (Events West) 
 

Office Staff 

• Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 0429 236 729 

• Trish Ryans-Taylor - Finance Officer  

• Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 

• Eva Bett - Office Manager 0408 905 368 

• Nathan Dovey - R&D Coordinator 0429 468 030 

• John Blake - R & D Consultant  0438 761 950 

• Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

• Victoria Bennett - Livestock Extension Officer 0428 171 285 

• Alaina Smith - Grains R&D 0438 986 404 

Photo Gallery 

Thank you also to 

our Silver Sponsors 

 

SCF Communications 
Officer, Kathi  
McDonald, doing a 
spot of crop checking 
on the way to  
Techspo. 

Pot of gold at the end of the rainbow? Dual purpose 

canola at Slade’s visited during the West Group’s 

winter field walk in August. 


