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Spring 2016 

 

Jottings from the Chair 

 

Well at least the ducks (and swans) are happy! 
The challenges never stop in farming and this 
season is no different. With the majority of the 
SCF members experiencing the wettest and  
definitely coldest seasons in years it has been 
pretty tough. Rest assured though, it will dry out 
and warm up – at some stage. 

 
I particularly want to encourage all of our members to attend our Spring 
Field Day event at South Stirlings on September 22 – I always find  
talking to other farmers reminds you that you are not the only one  
dealing with problems on the farm. Hopefully we can learn something 
along the way and have a good time. We have great speakers to learn 
from and trials to look at, and a good evening of entertainment with 
bush poet, Peter Blythe lined up so come along and enjoy yourself. 

 
Personally, I’m looking forward to the harvest this year to get this  
season out of the way. Snails have been on the agenda this year and 
thanks to the hard work of the SCF team, we may now have an option 
for reducing them in the grain sample with the new snail roller that will 
be at the Spring Field Day. The number of snails and slugs have  
increased in WA but SCF are leading the R&D charge with two new 
snails research programs having started this year. If you have issues on 
your farm that you think need researching, let SCF know by filling out 
the R&D survey that will be handed out at the Spring Field Day event.  

 
See you at the Field Day! 

 

Scott 

 

Events for your Calendar 

 
 

Thursday 22nd September 
SCF Spring Field Day 

 

(contact Jake McGuire 0437 407517) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mark in your calendar… 

 

Tuesday 7th March 2017 

Regional Crop Update at Kendenup 

(for more information contact Christine Kershaw 
ceo@scfarmers.org.au ) 

 

IN THIS ISSUE… 

 

Jottings from the Chair 1 

CEO Update 2 

R & D Update 3 - 6 

SCF Spring Field Day Flyer 7 

Farmer Groups Collaborate on Southern Ag Snail & 
Slug Taskforce 8 

SCF R&D Team Trip to Esperance 9 

SCF go to NSW Farm Coop Forum! 9 

Be On Alert For Fungal Diseases                                   
- Kithisiri Jayasena DAFWA 10 - 11 

Machinery Guarding - A Quick Guide for Safety 
Farmsafe WA 12 

 Light Grazing of Cropping Residues is Compatible in 
No tillage Cropping Systems                                        
- Dr Ken Flower UWA 13 

Photos 14 

The Board 14 

We would like to thank our Gold Sponsors 

mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au


 2 

 

Hi everyone. On behalf of the SCF board and staff I would like say a big thank you 
for helping us to set our strategic direction for the next 3 years.  

 

Our new strategic plan 2016 - 2019 will help to ensure that we remain focused on 
our member's needs, whilst also introducing some new ideas about how SCF can 
improve member benefits and be more financially stable in the longer term. The 
plan is on the SCF website if you want to see how we have interpreted your input 
and feedback and see for yourself where we are heading as an organisation.       
See www.scfarmers.org.au  

 

As usual, the SCF team have been very busy. We have had a visit by our funders (DAFWA) to look 
at how the Noodle and Feed Wheat projects are progressing. I am very pleased to report they are 
progressing very well despite the wet season, thanks to John and the research team. SCF has also 
purchased a snail roller (to help members during this year's harvest), held our Winter Field Day, 
and submitted two new funding proposals for snails and collaborative farming projects. We are 
now busy organising our next Spring Field Day event, which is shaping up to be quite a show. 
Please come along.  

 

Next month we will start planning our 2017 R&D trials and extension program. Our research     
committee will lead and coordinate this process, supported by our research team. In 2017, we also 
plan to incorporate more livestock research and demonstration events into our program and      
increase our use of technology in our research trials. We will also look at how we might deliver 
some farm business training workshops and farmer-to-farmer type events. If you would like to  
volunteer and become more involved in planning events, we could use your help, so please call me 
or introduce yourself to me at the Spring Field Day.  

 

That’s all from me.  

Good luck with harvest.  

 

Cheers 

Christine 

Mobile: 0429 236 729 

Email: ceo@scfarmers.org.au 

Chief Executive Officer Update 

mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
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R & D Update     John Blake SCF R & D Coordinator   Mobile: 0438 761950 

        Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist Mobile: 0437 407 517 

September 2016     Kathi McDonald - Project Officer   Mobile: 040841853 

 

1. High Q Feed Wheat Project   

CBH funds and Royalties for Regions R&D funds – “SCF Fit for Purpose Feed Wheat” $325,000+ 

Aim: Developing the SCF High-Energy Wheat production package 

 

 

 

 

 

Trials are being hosted by John Howard, Andrew Slade, Jeff Stoney and Iain Mackie and include testing 
the dual purpose wheat varieties with grazing treatments on two trials. 

Progress: The 4 broad-scale trials all have varieties with high yield potential in this year even  
varieties like Manning (showing physiological yellowing) and Revenue showing parent back type.  
This project is in association with SEPWA and Southern Dirt. CBH specialist market studies encouraging 
and market engagement tour proposed for 2017. 

Fig 1. High Q 
Feed Wheat - 
Mark Adam’s 
trial showing      
contrasting 
growth and 
Manning         
disorder -
August. 

2. Noodle Wheat Project 

Intergrain and GIWA supported.Grower Group Royalties for Regions R&D funds.  

2016 Trials on developing the SCF High Rainfall noodle wheat production package  

Kalyx contracted Noodle wheat intensive trial at Craig Pieper’s  

and four Broad-scale trials. Trial hosts:  1. Steve Lynch  
          2. Chris Kirkwood,  

          3. Tony Slattery  

          4. John and Ashton Hood 

 

Progress: The intensive trial includes this month’s Noodle wheat release NINJA which will join the 
broadscale trials in 2017- see at the SCF Spring Field Day (22 Sept) and meet the breeder. 

Note: There are a number of SCF growers still successfully producing Noodle Wheat into one of the 
few differentiated wheat markets (ANW). Other wheat markets (undifferentiated markets) are  

becoming increasingly competitive. 
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R & D Update     John Blake SCF R & D Coordinator   Mobile: 0438 761950 

        Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist Mobile: 0437 407 517 

September 2016     Kathi McDonald - Project Officer   Mobile: 040841853 

    ….continued 

3. eConnect Project – Joint Project with Gillamii  

DAFWA funding for SCF and Gillamii 

Aim: Assess usefulness of decision support apps and increase grower uptake, installation of weather    
station and water probes at West Kendenup site. 

 eConnect site with weather station and soil water probe at West Kendenup (Steve Beech’s property)  
 Technology Workshops and then diagnostics using apps were demonstrated at Western Winter Field 

Day 
 Apps tested include N Broadacre, Potential Yield Calculator and My Crop diagnostics and the  
 evaluations have generated reccommendations for upgrading apps. As well as apps and the yield 
 prophet program the project is supplying tools including Green-seeker and soil Penetrometer.  
 Further use of apps to support pre-harvest short field sessions are planned. 

4. Healthy Soils Initiatives  

Funded by South Coast NRM and supported by GRDC 

 “Nil disturbance systems” (slot seeding and nil grazing) vs conventional knife point seeder  

 Brad Wood’s long term reversion trial site on Kendenup corner & Albany Highway was featured at 
 the WANTFA field day 27 July 2016 with combined Field Walk. 27 SCF and Gillamii members plus 
 industry attended 

 

 “Deep Ripping and other soil amelioration” South Coast NRM funded  

 Sites at Josh and Tony Goad’s and Derek and Reece Curwen’s ripped at > 60 cm depth                
- confirmed in soil penetrometer tests 

 All coordinated by Jeremy Lemon with support from his GRDC soils project. A YouTube video 
has been published featuring Jeremy Lemon and Josh Goad 

 Lime Efficiency projects  
 Lime Efficiency trial addressing subsoil acidity – Greg Mengler. Sampled in August - showing 

biomass response. 
 Lime Sources Trial – Iain Mackie. Pegged and sampled in August. 

 

Fig 2. Brad Wood explaining 
the Nil Disturbance Trial to 
GIWA (I. Longson) and  
Executive Officers of Grower 
Groups –  and later to Gillamii    
growers  
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September 2016     Kathi McDonald - Project Officer   Mobile: 040841853 

    ….continued 

5. Pasture Systems for Crop based rotations 

Funded by MLA 

 M1, M2a & b, M4 - “twin sowing” summer application etc: John & Ashton Hood’s 

 M3 Peter Diprose - Precision planting in non-wetting soils - regeneration studies 

 M5 - MLA Trial: Evaluating summer sowing of pasture phases for crop based rotations: 2015 sowing of 
Serradella pod in February 2016 versus direct seeding of bare seed in April 2016: Site 5: Mal and Marie 
Thomson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M5 – Summer sowing of Serradella Pod vs April sowing – Mal Thomson’s trial has good establishment 
despite stubble fire but waterlogging showing advantage of using pasture mixes (Mal’s mix is Saia Oats, 
Cadiz Serradella plus sub clover) 

 M6 – Messina vs Balansa on waterlogging, marginal salinity site at Iain Mackie’s 

 Two new R&D hubs have been supported by MLA  for 2017 and beyond hosted by Clare Webster (West) 
and Ashton Hood (East) 

Fig 5: M5: Margurita summer pod sown plot with 
part stubble burnt due to surrounding paddock 
burn after Serradella emergence 

Fig 4: M5 trial site on 5 April 2016 showing emergence 
from Summer sown (Feb 2016) Margurita pod at 38 
Kg of pod/Ha.  

Fig 6: M5: Margurita     
August 2016 showing      
waterlogging       
damage especially 
grazed vs ungrazed.  
Mal’s pasture mix 
treated plots more 
robust.  
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    ….continued 

6. “Snails and Slugs innovative control methods” 

Researcher: Svetlana Micic (DAFWA) with the cross regional Snails Taskforce being led by SCF. 
Funding: 2015/16 COGGO , R4R R&D, GRDC RCSN tender 

 “Snails and slugs – innovative control methods – GRDC RCSN Project 

 Lab trials progressing on track – have shown that snails don’t actively seek out baits and only 
randomly come across them. This means that the number of bait points per square metre is 
of most importance, rather than bait type or amount of active ingredient. 

 Baiting practices grower survey has been completed and is ready for distribution to members 
and other growers in the Albany and Esperance port zone. Grower groups involved in the 
taskforce (COGGO project) have had input into the development of the survey, and will     
distribute to their members so we can achieve a greater reach across the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Snails task Force for “Snails and Slugs mitigation across the Great Southern” Snails Task Force has 
had its second meeting at the GGA Forum in Perth recently. 

 The newly acquired “SNAIL ROLLER” will be featured at the SCF Spring Field Day and tested during 
this harvest 

1 hour 18 hours 

Fig 7: Bait trial 
testing whether 
snails have a bait 
preference.       
Photos:Svetlana       
Micic (DAFWA)  

For more information please contact the SCF Research Sub Committee or email: 

  John Blake < john.blake@scfarmers.org.au > or  

  Jake McGuire < jake.mcguire@scfarmers.org.au > 

  Kathi McDonald < kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au > 

  Wal Anderson < wmanderson@bordernet.com.au  

Other projects we will be collaborating with: 
 OFT – GRDC funded On Farm testing Database for On farm trials  
 Optimal systems for overcoming constraints in Forest Gravels – GRDC 
 SCF is on the GRDC Tender panel for grower Groups conducting R&D 
Additional Priorities 
 Animal industry market based R&D  (Andrew Slade, Jeff Stoney,) 
 Sustainable Pastures (Ashton Hood, Iain Mackie, Claire Webster)  

mailto:john.blake@scfarmers.org.au
mailto:wmanderson@bordernet.com.au
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Come along to the          

Stirlings to Coast Farmers 

2016 Spring Field Day 
 

The field day tour will be viewing the latest R&D and grower innovations in crop and  
pasture production from Kamballup to Takalarup and South Stirlings and between 

 
Featuring: a demonstration of SCF’s new Snail Roller and a  

New Holland CR10.90 harvester with inbuilt seed destructor on display! 
   

 

SCF Feed wheat trial 

DAFWA barley seed treatment/fungicide trial 

Deep-ripping trial 

Noodle wheat trial including discussion on noodle market/alternative uses 

Rabo’s Commodity Outlook  

Barley Agronomy packages 

Managing snails 

CSBP K trial and MLA pasture trial 

NVT’s – wheat and barley 

 

The day will finish with a sundowner and bush poet, Peter Blyth,  

at the Green Range Country Club.  

ALL WELCOME 

 

Transport, food and drinks provided for the day 
No cost to members of Stirlings to Coast Farmers 

$30.00 (incl. GST) for non-members - or sign up as a member on the day 
 

Please RSVP for catering purposes by Tuesday 20 September  

or further information: 

Jake McGuire   0437 407 517        jake.mcguire@scfarmers.org.au 

Where:  Registration at Green Range Country Club at 8:15am 

When:  Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Time:  Bus leaves GRCC at 8:45am and returns at 5pm 

mailto:jake.mcguire@scfarmers.org.au
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In June this year, seven grower groups across the Great Southern Agricultural region decided to 

collaborate to address snail and slug problems on farms. Led by Stirlings to Coast Farmers group, 

the Snails and Slugs taskforce have hit the ground running with new funding from GRDC, COGGO 

and Royalties for Regions R&D Fund to develop new strategies to tackle the growing problem of 

small pointed conical snails and slugs.  

Small conical snails (Prietocella barbara) are a relatively new and emerging problem on the South 

Coast. The Taskforce has been formed to coordinate research efforts across the regions to delay 

and minimise their impact through the development of new control and mitigation strategies. 

Black keeled slugs (Milax gagates) also cause significant crop losses in some areas, especially in 

canola, which result in lower yields and significant income loss.  

Specific activities of the taskforce are to:  

1. Establish collaboration and coordinate research efforts across grower regions. 

2. Design research and conduct on-farm trials related to snail mitigation across the Albany and 

Esperance Port Zones. 

3. Produce a best practice manual about snail and slug control that contains scientific research 

findings and also reflects farmer's experience in controlling snails and slugs across the      

Albany and Esperance port zones 

4. Provide resources to grower groups to provide information, workshops, field walks and   

other extension activities to educate growers about snail and slug mitigation strategies on 

farm 

The taskforce members include the Executive Officers of Stirlings to Coast Farmers, Fitzgerald   

Biosphere Group, Gillamii Centre, Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative, South East Premium 

Wheatgrowers Association, Southern DIRT, and North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources.         

Additional members include DAFWA entomologist Svetlana Micic and representatives from CBH. 

Working as a team, the Taskforce will distribute resources for growers across the Great Southern 

Ag region about how to reduce the numbers of snails and slugs during the 2016 harvest, and how 

to undertake more effective snail mitigation work before and after seeding in 2017. The taskforce 

is currently circulating a survey on snail and slug baiting practices in the Albany port zone to help 

inform research design. Stirlings to Coast Farmers have also purchased a snail roller from South 

Australia that will be demonstrated at their spring field day on 22 September at South Stirlings. 

The snail roller has not been trialled in WA before and will be made available to grower groups for 

demonstrations through the Taskforce.  

The close collaboration between the groups and DAFWA and CBH in forming the Taskforce means 

that growers will be able to influence research design through the taskforce and able to more 

quickly adopt research outcomes and knowledge. This is good news for WA south coast growers.  
 

For more information contact Dr Kathi McDonald, SCF Project Officer 0408 418 531. 

Farmer Groups Collaborate on Southern Ag Snail and Slug Taskforce  
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On the 29th of August, John Blake, myself and Emma Russell 
from Southern Dirt Growers Group ventured to Esperance 
to inspect SEPWA’s “Fit for purpose feed wheat” trial at 
Hopetoun. The trial there was looking reasonable, although 
it was very wet. Issues with some of the varieties are shared, 
with contamination of Revenue wheat, and un-explained 
‘yellowing’ of Manning wheat (both winter type wheat)  
occurring in Esperance as well as in our trials here.  

The following day we attended a SEPWA field day, in the 
Cascades region. Many of the trials there are based on the 
same issues as we face here; Non-wetting soils, sub-soil 
compaction and other soil constraints, and stubble          
management.  The  other major focus for SEPWA is a     
broad-scale varieties trial of TT canola, barley and oats. 
There seems to be no need for wheat variety trials in the 
Esperance Port Zone as over 90% 
of wheat grown there is Mace! 

John Blake (SCF) and Emma Russell (Southern DIRT) 

inspecting SEPWA’s feed wheat trial at Hopetoun  

Jake McGuire 
(SCF) taking in 
some of the   
information on 
offer at the    
SEPWA Cascades 
Field Day 

R&D Team Trip to Esperance 
              by Jake McGuire 

Early in September, SCF Board member Ken Drummond and CEO    
Christine Kershaw went to the Farm Cooperatives Forum in NSW to see 
what makes a farm cooperative model successful. SCF is looking into 
options for collaborative farming for our members and this was a great 
way to see what other farmer groups are doing. A story on the Forum 
will be on Landline in the near future so look out for it.  

Christine also visited the field robotics centre at Sydney Uni to check on 
the progress of field robot prototypes for cropping and livestock       
systems. Basically, the technology is ready, we now need to set up field 
trials, production systems and get ourselves connected to take full   
advantage of this new technology!  

Whilst in Sydney, Christine also visited the AEGIC laboratory to make 
arrangements for our first run of product testing after harvest this year. 
AEGIC are one of our key project partners in the SCF noodles project.  

SCF go to NSW Farm Coop Forum! 

Checking out 
field robot 
SwagBot  
at Sydney 
University 

Counting Falling numbers at 
AEGIC grain testing lab in Sydney  

Visit to farmer 
owned milk       
cooperative  
NORCO as part  
of Farm  
Cooperative 
Forum 
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BARLEY 
Controlling foliar diseases in barley crops will be crucial in coming weeks, as yield 
potential is set up during the flag leaf, upper stem and ear development stages. 
 

High levels of leaf rust (caused by the fungus Puccinia hordei G Otth), low levels of 
powdery mildew (Blumeria graminis hordei Bgh) and spot and net type net blotch 
(Pyrenophora teres) were reported in late July-early August to the GRDC-supported 
PestFax service, which is managed by the Department of Agriculture and Food WA 
(DAFWA). 
 

These diseases have been found on a range of barley varieties, especially across 
many southern grainbelt areas, prompting advice to ‘watch and act’. 
 

DAFWA offers a disease testing/diagnostic service to correctly identify diseases prior 
to using fungicides. 

 
Leaf rust is a disease which is common in many south coastal barley crops this    
season. It should be noted that after the emergence of a new pathotype in 2013  
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/barley/implications-new-barley-leaf-rust-pathotype), 
the varieties Bass, Oxford and Compass should be considered susceptible. For more 
information on this and other barley diseases please see Managing barley leaf       
diseases on the DAFWA website (https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/barley/managing-
barley-leaf-diseases-western-australia). 

 
Powdery mildew has not been a dominant issue this season on the south coast due 
to less Baudin in the region and frequent occurrence of rains being less conducive for 
disease progress. As we move into spring, warmer dry weather could further reduce 
the disease pressure.  Continue to monitor susceptible crops and where necessary 
manage the disease with foliar fungicides. With the detections of triazole fungicide 
resistance, growers should be careful of using triazole products. These triazole    
products should be rotated with other fungicide actives and/or as mixtures. 

 
Spot type net blotch (STNB) and net type net blotch (NTNB) 
There were PestFax reports in late July of barley STNB incidence in the varieties 

Scope and Flinders  in the upper Great Southern, including in a crop treated 
with a fungicide-based seed dressing. 

 
Net Blotches will again be an issue in the southern region, particularly when     
growing barley on barley. Recent week’s spore trapping across lower great southern 
indicates presence of net blotch spores and some are germinating, suggesting       
conditions are conducive to infect susceptible new crops. So susceptible varieties 
should be monitored and disease managed with foliar fungicides. Recently, CCDM 
(Centre for Crop Disease Management) research team in Curtin University have   
detected net type net blotch pathogen populations exhibiting resistance to some 
triazole based fungicide products in locations such as Kojonup, Beverley, Bakers Hill, 
West Arthur, Dandaragan. The studies have found tebuconazole based products 
have been compromised and less in sensitivity to actives such as epoxiconazole, 
prothioconazole and propiconazole.  As part of a fungicide management strategy, 
growers should be mindful of product and activity groups when using fungicides and 
where possible rotate fungicide actives or use mixtures. 

Be On Alert For Fungal Diseases  
 

– Kithisiri Jayasena, Albany DAFWA 

Oxford barley is showing higher susceptibility 
to leaf rust under high disease pressure this 
season and growers in susceptible areas are 
advised to monitor crops closely.                   
PHOTO: DAFWA. 

It is advisable to watch for 
symptoms of powdery mildew in 
WA barley crops in coming 
weeks. PHOTO: GRDC.  

Parts of WA are experiencing 
increased incidence of spot 
(pictured) and net type net 
blotch in barley crops. PHOTO: 
GRDC.  

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/barley/implications-new-barley-leaf-rust-pathotype
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/barley/managing-barley-leaf-diseases-western-australia
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/barley/managing-barley-leaf-diseases-western-australia


 11 

 
BARLEY     continued 

DAFWA researchers stress that treatment with foliar fungicides (according to label 
recommendations) should suit the management of disease threat/s present while 
limiting the risks of fungicide resistance developing. 

 
Scald, with the current mild weather being experienced, may be an issue on        
susceptible barley varieties. The disease is now appearing in susceptible crops such 
as Oxford. The disease can be successfully controlled with currently registered foliar 
fungicide products. 

 
OTHER CROPS  

 
OATS 
Septoria avenae blotch causes light or dark brown to black blotches and lesions on 
leaves and stems of susceptible oat varieties.  The fungus can be associated with 
dark discolouration of the grain when unseasonably late rain occurs. Fungicide     
management trials have shown significant yield responses in seasons which support 
disease development into the upper canopy. 
 
Leaf and stem rust both occur in oats, Varieties vary in their susceptibility to these 
diseases. Oats stem and leaf rust are widely seen in wild oat regrowth along the road 
sides and unattended farm paddocks.  
Several foliar fungicide products are registered for control of oat rusts and a list is 
available on the DAFWA web site. Before spraying any fungicide products check for 
the withholding period. https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/oats/registered-foliar-
fungicides-cereals-western-australia 
Further information on managing these diseases is available at Oats: Leaf diseases 
(https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/oats/oats-leaf-diseases). 

 
CANOLA 
Sclerotinia stem rot ( https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/canola/managing-sclerotinia-
stem-rot-canola ) risk is high due to conducive environment this season in lower 
great southern region. Late spraying up until 60% flowering can be economical when 
the forecast is for continuing humid conditions and temperatures below 25° C.      
Continued wet conditions generally prolong the spore release and extend the       
flowering window as well. Fungicide spray is unlikely to eradicate an already          
established infection but may prevent any subsequent infections occurring via       
infected petals. It is important though to comply with the withholding periods of 
fungicides. 
 
Blackleg (https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mycrop/diagnosing-blackleg-canola)          
and/or  
Alternaria (https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mycrop/diagnosing-alternaria-black-spot-
canola ) are causing lesions on pods on some crops and it is hard to visually            
distinguish which is the cause. Diagnosis is important for planning for seed (may 
need new seed) and paddock allocations next year. 

Be On Alert For Fungal Diseases  
 

– Kithisiri Jayasena, Albany DAFWA 

Oat leaves affected by septoria 
avenae blotch PHOTO: DAFWA. 

Barley leaves affected by scald 
PHOTO: DAFWA. 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/oats/registered-foliar-fungicides-cereals-western-australia
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/oats/registered-foliar-fungicides-cereals-western-australia
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/oats/oats-leaf-diseases
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/canola/managing-sclerotinia-stem-rot-canola
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/canola/managing-sclerotinia-stem-rot-canola
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mycrop/diagnosing-blackleg-canola
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mycrop/diagnosing-alternaria-black-spot-canola
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mycrop/diagnosing-alternaria-black-spot-canola
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Entanglement and amputation of arms, legs, hands and 
fingers in unguarded farm machinery is all too common. 
Each year, the limbs of many workers are crushed or 
amputated when caught in unguarded machinery and 
workshop equipment. 

 

The most serious of these are often associated with   
unguarded power take-off (PTO) shafts, grain augers, 
pulleys and belts, exposed tractor and pump engine  
radiator fans, and alternator drive belts. 

 

PTO SHAFTS 

Do not operate or use power 
take-off (PTO) drive shafts 
that are not guarded. Replace 
all damaged PTO guards. 

 Check that PTO guards 
spin freely before using 
PTO powered machinery such as slashers. 

 Service all PTO guards regularly to prevent them  
binding. 

 Check that Powered Implement Covers guard 
clutch plates and universal joints. 

 

GRAIN AUGERS 
Grain augers have been 
responsible for hundreds of 
missing fingers, hands, toes 
and feet, making the auger 
one of the most dangerous 
machines on Australian 
farms. 

 Never use an auger 
with the flight intake unguarded. 

 Ensure there is an emergency cut-off switch     
located near the flight and that it is working. 

 Don’t forget about over potential hazards such as 
overhead power lines 

 

TRACTORS 

To reduce the risk of injury it’s important to adequately 
guard radiator fans, water pumps and alternator drive 
belts. 

Replace radiator fan and alternator guards after    
changing or adjusting fan belts. 

Check that the tractor Master Guard is not damaged and 
protects the PTO coupling. 

 

WORKSHOP MACHINERY 

Unguarded bench grinders and air compressors in  

workshops contribute to eye and hand injury. 

 Do not use bench grinders where grinding wheels 
or wire brush guards 
have been removed. 

 Regularly dress grinding 
wheels and adjust tool 
rests to prevent injury 
when grinding. 

MACHINERY GUARDING 

A quick guide for safety 

 Keep bench grinder spark deflectors clean;     
replace broken deflectors. 

 Repair and replace damaged guards on air   
compressors. 

 Ensure drop saw and other power tool guards are  
in  place before use. 

 

PUMPS AND MOTORS 

The Australian Standard -         
AS 4024.1 2014 Safeguarding of 
machinery Part 1: General      
Principles - should be used as a 
guide when designing and        
fabricating machinery guards. 

 Make sure all drive shafts, 
pulleys and belts are properly guarded. Guards 
should completely enclose belts and pulleys. 

 Repair and replace damaged guards before    
restarting pumps. 

 On older pump motors, build and install guards to 
prevent injury to workers. 

 Guard vacuum pump drive shafts, pulleys and  
belts. 

 Fit interlocks to machinery to prevent workers 
removing guards while pumps and motors are  
running. 

 Ensure workers are trained to service machinery 
safely. Keep records of machinery safety    
maintenance. 

 

OTHER MACHINERY ISSUES 

Nearly all machinery is noisy to some extent, so it is 
important to ensure that you protect your hearing by 
minimizing noise exposure to yourself and other     
workers. This can be done by purchasing quieter   
equipment if buying new gear or locating noisy       
workshop equipment near the front of the shed so that 
the noise can be directed outside the shed. Always try 
to minimize noise exposure to everyone working in the 
area. 

 

As with noise, other personal protective equipment such 
as eyewear, steel capped boots and gloves are        
frequently required. Make sure these items of PPE are 
freely available, in good condition and  that they are 
used - everyone on the farm has a joint responsibility for 
safety, there are no exceptions. 

 

If you want more information, or if you have your own 
suggestions that you would like to share with other 
farmers, please go to www.farmsafe.org.au or contact: 

 

The Australian Centre for Agricultural Health and  Safety 

PO Box 256 Moree NSW 2400 

Ph: (02) 6752 8210 Email:  info@farmsafe.org.au 

© Australian Centre for Agricultural Health and Safety  2015 

http://www.farmsafe.org.au/
mailto:info@farmsafe.org.au
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Farmers in southwest Western Australia will welcome research published by researchers at The University of 
Western Australia and grower groups, which suggests that light grazing of sheep on crop residues over summer 
has little impact on the following no-tillage crops. 

  

Dr Ken Flower from UWA’s School of Plant Biology and Institute of Agriculture led the study to determine if      
summer grazing of residue impacts the following crop yields in the no-tillage system.  

  

Thirteen farm trial sites were used: with six in Western Australia spread across four farms at Cunderdin, 
Yearlering, Meckering and Wickepin; four in northern Victoria at Banyena, Ultima, Hopetoun and Quantong; and 
three in southern Victoria in Inverleigh, Lake Bolac and Werneth. The results showed that light grazing of sheep on 
crop residues had no significant effect on the amount of residue, soil properties, soil water, weeds or yield in the 
following crop. The main effect of grazing was to knock down and scatter the standing crop residues. 

  

Crop residue is seen by many farmers as a valuable livestock feed; however, soil cover provided by crop residues  
is a key component of conservation agriculture for maintaining favourable soil structure and high yields.  

  

Dr Flower said this has led to the perception that no-till is incompatible with livestock grazing of residue due to the 
effect on soil cover and perceived problems including trampling, compaction and reduced infiltration, weed seed 
burial and transport and erosion. 

  

“Most farmers still consider it important to maintain livestock for a more sustainable and diverse system, as a   
result of reduced economic risk and greater flexibility in weed control with the use of pastures,” Dr Flower said. 

  

“In Western Australia, the majority of producers have adopted conservation farming methods so these results will 
give confidence to farmers to utilise stubble in their no-tillage systems.” 

  

The findings were published in the paper Light grazing of crop residues by sheep in a Mediterranean-type environ-
ment has little impact on following no-tillage crops in the European Journal of Agronomy. The collaborating groups 
were WANTFA, Facey Group, Birchip Cropping Group, CSIRO, Falkiner Ag Pty Ltd, Mallee Focus and Nicon Rural 
Services Pty Ltd. The research was funded by the Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) and the 
Australian Government’s Caring for our Country initiative through the Grain and Graze 2 project, with assistance 
from the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR). 

  

http://www.news.uwa.edu.au/201605188661/no-tillage-agriculture-grower-groups-research/light-grazing-crop-
residues-compatible-no 

Thank You To Our  Agency Partners: 

Light grazing of crop residues is compatible in no-tillage cropping systems 

              By Dr Ken Flower 

http://ac.els-cdn.com/S1161030116300648/1-s2.0-S1161030116300648-main.pdf?_tid=4fc33784-1be7-11e6-b161-00000aab0f01&acdnat=1463459277_38e78f866917c98943b46d0681a19bd9
http://ac.els-cdn.com/S1161030116300648/1-s2.0-S1161030116300648-main.pdf?_tid=4fc33784-1be7-11e6-b161-00000aab0f01&acdnat=1463459277_38e78f866917c98943b46d0681a19bd9
http://www.news.uwa.edu.au/201605188661/no-tillage-agriculture-grower-groups-research/light-grazing-crop-residues-compatible-no
http://www.news.uwa.edu.au/201605188661/no-tillage-agriculture-grower-groups-research/light-grazing-crop-residues-compatible-no
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwio2am47bXLAhXlYqYKHbMBBo4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mla.com.au%2F&psig=AFQjCNHJTP6ch3isNn_JUE_55vF_-Nu8dA&ust=1457690236429047
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The Board  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers Board. This 

group meet regularly and guide the events and research priorities for the 

group.  They appreciate input from the wider membership and can be  

contacted on the numbers listed below : 

 Scott Smith 9847 7043 or 0429 466 037  (Chairperson) 

 Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  (Deputy Chairperson) 

 Tracy Bradshaw 9847 7013 or 0499 477 013 

 Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  

 Shane Greenslade 9854 2018 or 0428 542 048  (Events East) 

 John Hood 9847 7034 or 0427 960 950  

 John Howard 9854 3004 or 0428 543 004  

 Iain Mackie 9851 1350 or 0427 511 350 (R & D) 

 Andrew Slade  9852 4096 or 0433 779 426 (Events West) 

 Tony Slattery 9847 1054 or 0417 050 174  

 Clare Webster 9851 4221 or 0427 471 011 

 Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  

Staff 

 Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 9842 6653 or  

       0429 236 729 

 Heather Adams - Finance Officer 0428 541 051  

 Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 

 John Blake - R & D Coordinator 0438 761 950 

 Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

 Wal Anderson - Specialist Research Advisor 9842 6653 

Thank you also to 

our Silver Sponsors 

Southern TOOL & FASTENER CO. 

Photo Gallery 

The 3 rigs used in the Three Seeder 

Comparison Trial at Iain Mackie’s 

Sclerotinia  Field Walk held at South Stirling in July 

 

WOOL AGENCY CO PTY LTD 


