Controlling snails is a major challenge for grain growers

along WA's South Coast—and while molluscicidal baiting
remains a key weapon in the integrated pest management
toolbox, it's no secret that results can be hit-and-miss.
Baiting can be expensive, and its success often hinges

on when it's applied. Get the timing right, and you can
drastically reduce snail populations before they breed. Get
it wrong, and the window of opportunity slips away.

Research has shown that the sweet spot for baiting—when
snail activity and vulnerability are highest—typically falls
between March and June, just before most reproductive
activity begins. But pinpointing that window has always
been a bit of a guessing game for many WA growers.

Thanks to investment from the Grains Research &
Development Corporation (GRDC), a new project was
rolled out in 2024 which delivered hands-on snail
dissection training to nearly 60 participants across the
Albany and Esperance Port Zones. By learning how to
dissect snails and examine their albumen glands—a
reliable indicator of reproductive readiness—the trained
growers and advisors helped to identify effective baiting
timing.

Their dissection data was uploaded to a live online
mapping tool, which provided visual regional insights into
snail reproductive development. The information armed
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growers with real-time evidence to guide their baiting
strategies.

Building on the success of the 2024 season, GRDC has
committed to investment in an extension of the project
into the 2025 growing season, with a continued focus on
the Albany Port Zone.

Growers are strongly encouraged to get involved:

o Explore the live Snail Activity Map at https://bit.ly/
shails-map

e Submit your own snail samples to SCF and trained
dissectors for albumen gland assessment

e Boost your baiting success by timing applications with
precision
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