
SW WA Drought Hub – Great Southern and South 
Coastal Node Update
Stirlings to Coast Farmers, as a ‘Drought Hub Node’, provides guidance to the nationally coordinated 
‘Future Drought Fund’ on drought & climate resilience issues for the Albany Region through the South-
west WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub.

Local mini-projects for drought preparedness in your patch!
With support from the SW WA Drought Hub, SCF is partnering with neighbouring grower groups to deliver ‘mini 
projects’ that build on existing FDF funded projects or drought hub priorities with the aim of ensuring that the Drought 
hub activities are meeting the needs of all farmers in the Great Southern and South Coast. 

SOUTHERN DIRT’S PERENNIALS PROJECT
Southern DIRT, based around Kojonup, are hosting one of these ‘mini-projects’ – ‘Building long-term drought resilience 
through grower group led perennial planting/ground cover (salt bush) initiatives.’ This project aims to perform place-
based practices by planting these deep-rooted perennials. To develop resilience and establish adaptive landscapes in 
the face of drought and climate change, Southern DIRT plan to build awareness around drought resilience coupled with 
hands-on learning through the project. This will not only unify the growers and wider community but also establish 
a common goal and capability to combat drought by creating a system that will provide sheep fodder in times of 
drought/dry seasons. We are very excited about the opportunities these mini projects bring to provide locally relevant 
information on drought resilience to growers in the region and look forward to following Southern DIRT’s activities in 
this project.



GREAT DRY SEASON RESOURCES – AGRONOMIC PRACTICES TO MANAGE DRY 
SEASONS
Dry Season Podcasts – back for 2025! Find information on the latest episodes below and 
you can take a listen on the Hub website (https://hub.gga.org.au/podcast/) and subscribe on 
Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. 

• Virtual fencing and drone monitoring: enhancing rangeland management through AgTech
- Megan Willis (South Australian Research and Development Institute) shares her work
using virtual fencing for real-time herd monitoring and improved mustering, while Richard
Marver (Contour Environmental and Agricultural Consulting) discusses the role of drones in
collecting landscape-scale data to support grazing decisions and pasture health.

• Managing back-to-back dry seasons in mixed farming - In this episode join the dynamic
farming duo, Danielle Lannin England and Jonathan England, from AgInnovate. With a
wealth of experience on-farm and in the wider agricultural industry, they share their advice
after experiencing multiple dry seasons on their mixed sheep-grain farm in South Australia.

Season 2025 – information for WA farmers – The Season 2025 webpage of the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) contains seasonally 
relevant information and management options in the broadacre and south-west agricultural 
areas along with the Southern Rangelands of Western Australia.

LATEST UPDATES AND ADVICE
•Plan to ensure there is enough quality water available for livestock over autumn until break
season and formulate contingency plans. See Livestock management and Water sections for
information to assist decision-making, particularly for dry seasonal conditions.

•Fire season continues and planning allows you to be prepared for an emergency. Visit the
Department of Fire and Emergency Services’- Prepare Warnings & Incidents, Recovery for
resources on preparing for a fire, Animal welfare during bushfires for instructions during a
bushfire or Farm recovery after fire if your property has been affected by fire.

•The rainfall outlook for April to June 2025 indicates normal range of seasonal rainfall over
southern WA. The pattern of above normal temperatures continues through autumn, with
chances of unusually high daytime temperatures being elevated in most western parts of
WA. See the Bureau’s seasonal outlook video for details and check monthly updates to the
Seasonal Climate Outlook.

•Funding and support services information and contacts are available to assist people in
rural WA areas.

For more advice on seasonal management, head to the DPIRD website - https://www.agric.
wa.gov.au/dry-seasons-and-drought/season-2025-information-wa-farmers


