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SW WA Drought Hub – Great Southern and South 
Coastal Node Update
Stirlings to Coast Farmers, as a ‘Drought Hub Node’, provides guidance to the nationally coordinated 
‘Future Drought Fund’ on drought & climate resilience issues for the Albany Region through the South-
west WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub.

LOCAL MINI-PROJECTS FOR DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS IN YOUR PATCH!

With support from the SW WA Drought Hub, SCF is partnering with neighbouring grower groups to deliver ‘mini 
projects’ that build on existing FDF funded projects or drought hub priorities with the aim of ensuring that the Drought 
hub activities are meeting the needs of all farmers in the Great Southern and South Coast. Mini projects supported 
include projects from Southern DIRT, Fitzgerald Biosphere Group and Oyster Harbour Catchment Group, as well as one 
run by our own Smart Farms Coordinator, Phil Honey. In this mini project, we’ll be looking at the economic and water 
saving benefits of mapping weeds with drones for more targeted weed spraying. Stay tuned for further information 
as the projects come online! We are very excited about the opportunities these mini projects bring to provide locally 
relevant information on drought resilience to growers in the region.

GREAT DRY SEASON RESOURCES – AGRONOMIC PRACTICES TO MANAGE DRY SEASONS

Dry Season Podcasts – back for 2025! The first  episode hit the airwaves in January and you can take a listen on the 
Hub website (https://hub.gga.org.au/podcast/) and subscribe on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you get your 
podcasts. 

• Managing heat stress in sheep, beef and dairy cattle - Join UWA’s Professor Shane Maloney and Western Dairy
Extension Advisor India Brockman as they delve into the impact of heat stress in sheep and cattle, with a special
focus on dairy cows in Western Australia. Shane discusses the Murdoch University-led project “The Benefits of
Shelter Belts”, which is evaluating the effectiveness of shelterbelts in WA’s South West region, while India introduces
Dairy Australia’s Cool Cows program.

Dry Season Shorts video series – In the SW WA Hub’s Dry Season Shorts video series (https://hub.gga.org.au/
resources/video-library/), industry professionals and farmers reflect on practices they put in place to deal with dry 
conditions.

Check out the latest videos:

• Managing water in a changing climate in the pork and poultry industries | Dr Bruce Mullan, Pork Innovation
WA

• Improved vineyard floor management for premium grape production in a warm and dry climate | Graeme
Roscic, grape producer

• WaterSmart Dams: making dams
work again | Dr Bonny Stutsel, Centre
for Water and Spatial Science at The
University of Western Australia

• De-risking the seeding program:
management approaches strategies
for dry and early sown crops | Luke
Hickey, grain grower



PAGE 13AUTUMN 2025SCFFOCUS

NEWS FROM OTHER HUB NODES - WATCH THE RECORDINGS OF FACEY GROUP'S "DROUGHT RESILIENCE IN 
ACTION" WEBINARS 

Facey Group, the South-Eastern Wheatbelt Node of the SW WA Hub, hosted a three-part webinar series themed "End 
of Year Highlights: Drought Resilience in Action". The video recordings are now available on their YouTube channel – 
search Facey Group on YouTube.

Natural capital opportunities in farming: Tom Picton-Warlow (MobileGlobal) introduces the SW WA Hub 
Transformational Project he is working on – an initiative focused on integrating Natural Capital into farming by 
partnering with growers and NRM groups to connect with potential investors and broaden business opportunities in 
agriculture.  https://youtu.be/vVBcPIkg2es?si=0XHBlCcXR6LVjhaB 

Water use efficiency and desalination: Dr Richard George (DPIRD) and Associate Professor Nik Callow (UWA), who 
leads the WaterSmart Dams project, explore efficient water usage, dam set up, run off and quality, and desalination 
opportunities. 

https://youtu.be/V1hjBHB_rp4?si=ss16K9Wi2jI2CVBg

Innovative applications for improving crop health: Samantha Viljoen (Murdoch University) provides insights on 
the innovative SMART SPRAYS biodegradable polymer spray, designed to enhance crop water retention and boost 
soil health. This project is part of the SW WA Hub Transformational Program. Also, Tona Sanchez-Palacios (Murdoch 
University) presents on agronomic biofortification of wheat with zinc – exploring the effectiveness of foliar fertilisers in 
improving grain quality for food and animal feed. 

https://youtu.be/fhJ-vNU4UTw?si=rCncZsba10T3PyAi 

To keep up to date with all that is happening with the Southwest WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub 
and anything climate resilience related, check out their web page and subscribe to their newsletter here - https://hub.
gga.org.au/

If you are interested in knowing more and being involved in project development for improving climate resilience in 
our local area, give Kathi McDonald (Great Southern and South Coastal Regional Node) a call on 0408 418 531 or email 
kathi.mcdonald@scfamers.org.au and check out the Node’s webpage for further locally relevant information - https://
www.scfarmers.org.au/swwadroughthub-albany.




