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SW WA Drought Hub – Great Southern and South 
Coastal Node Update
Stirlings to Coast Farmers, as a ‘Drought Hub Node’, provides guidance to the nationally coordinated 
‘Future Drought Fund’ on drought & climate resilience issues for the Albany Region through the South-
west WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub.

GREAT DRY SEASON RESOURCES – AGRONOMIC 
PRACTICES TO MANAGE DRY SEASONS

Dry Season Podcasts – Spending long hours in the tractor or 
header cab? Harvest is a great time to take a listen to the SW 
WA Hub's Dry Season Resources podcast on the Hub website 
(https://hub.gga.org.au/podcast/) and subscribe on Apple 
Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. The latest 
episodes include:

• Autonomous spraying to preserve soil moisture in the
northern Wheatbelt.  Mullewa farmer John Flannagan and
Tom Holcombe, Field Operations Lead at SwarmFarm Robotics,
discuss the benefits of using autonomous spraying technology
in WA's northern wheatbelt.

• Dry seeding strategies: tackling risk amidst changing
rainfall patterns. In this episode explore how changing
rainfall patterns are reshaping seeding strategies and risk
management across Australia with Rachel May, Farming
Systems Adoption Officer for the South Australian Drought
Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub, and Peter Newman,
farm business consultant with Planfarm.

Dry Season Shorts video series – In the SW WA Hub’s Dry 
Season Shorts video series (https://hub.gga.org.au/resources/
video-library/), industry professionals and farmers reflect on 
practices they put in place to deal with dry conditions.

Check out the latest videos:

• The fine line between maximising benefits in a good
season and minimising losses in a poor year | Leon Clarke,
grain grower

• Practical tips for making, storing and allocating hay and
silage | Dario Nandapi and Siobhan Smith

• A more resilient landscape through improved soil health |
Rob Hetherington, grain farmer

COMING SOON – LOCAL MINI-PROJECTS FOR DROUGHT 
PREPAREDNESS IN YOUR PATCH!

SCF is partnering with neighbouring grower groups to develop 
‘mini-projects’ that build on existing FDF funded projects 
or drought hub priorities with the aim of ensuring that the 
Drought hub activities are meeting the needs of all farmers in 
the Great Southern and South Coast. Keep an eye out on our 
communications channels in the new year to learn more and 
follow these projects as they are established.

FDF PROJECT FOCUS – VISUALISING PADDOCK-LEVEL DATA 
FOR ENHANCED FARM PROFITABILITY 

The Yield Profitability Research Dashboard allows the 
visualisation of yield data by paddock alongside paddock 
statistics and weather observations, production data, 
profitability analysis, and the probability of yield exceedance.

The dashboard, developed by the Centre for Crop and Disease 
Management (CCDM) with funding from the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry through the SW WA Hub, 
is a comprehensive tool for researchers to collaborate with 
farmers and advisors to understand within-paddock variability.

It supports the diagnosis of yield constraints, associated 
management practices that may overcome them and the likely 
return on investment of any treatments applied.

Further information on the project can be found at https://hub.
gga.org.au/next-generation-agribusiness-analytics-for-the-
eastern-wheatbelt-curtin-university/

To keep up to date with all that is happening with the Southwest 
WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub and 
anything climate resilience related, check out their web page and 
subscribe to their newsletter here - https://hub.gga.org.au/

If you are interested in knowing more and being involved in 
project development for improving climate resilience in our 
local area, give Kathi McDonald (Great Southern and South 
Coastal Regional Node) a call on 0408 418 531 or email kathi.
mcdonald@scfamers.org.au and check out the Node’s webpage 
for further locally relevant information - https://www.scfarmers.
org.au/swwadroughthub-albany.




