THE SCF DROUGHT NODE PROGRAM IS WRAPPING UP!

The South Coast & Great Southern Regional Node has played
an important role over the past few years in supporting farmers
and agricultural communities across the South Coast & Great
Southern regions to build resilience to climate variability and
drought. As part of the nationally coordinated Future Drought
Fund initiative, the Node has also provided regional guidance
and feedback on drought and climate resilience priorities back
through to the South-west WA Drought Hub and Federal
Government.

Over recent years, the Node has supported the delivery of
speakers and presentations at events across the region on

a range of climate adaptation and drought resilience topics,
helping to connect farmers with practical information, emerging
research and tools to support informed decision making. This was
particularly impactful & useful when the region experienced the
extremely dry start to the season in 2024.

The Node has also maintained a dedicated webpage hosted
through the SCF website, sharing relevant news, resources,
project updates and tools focused on improving climate resilience
in farming businesses.

In addition to the communication activities, the Node has
managed and supported several mini-projects across the region,
demonstrating practical approaches and management strategies
that can assist farmers in making more confident decisions in
increasingly variable climatic conditions. These have included:

e Targeted drone spaying of weeds to reduce on-farm water
use, labour and herbicide costs - SCF

e Centralisation & extension for the Stirlings to Coast Farmers
weather station network - SCF

e Variable rate technology for nitrogen application to improve
on-farm N use efficiency in a drying climate - SCF

e  Building long-term drought resilience through grower group
led perennial planting/ground cover (salt bush) initiatives —
Southern DIRT

e Distilling the Dry — dealing with challenging seasons
workshop -OHCG

T

SW WA Drought Hub - Great Southern & South
Coastal Node Update

Stirlings to Coast Farmers, as a ‘Drought Hub Node’, provides guidance to the nationally coordinated

‘Future Drought Fund’ on drought & climate resilience issues for the Albany Region through the South-
west WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub.

HUB NEWS ~ LOCAL EVENTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS
HELP BUILD DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS THIS WINTER

SCF have extended their Mini projects to include integrating
several weather station systems into one platform for members
to access, expanding the capability of the network to offer
increased services. Another project will include an online training
session focused on upskilling growers to implement variable rate
technology (VRT) for nitrogen fertiliser applications.

Oyster Harbour Catchment Group are partnering with Stirlings
to Coast Farmers & SCNRM to host a Distilling the Dry — dealing
with challenging seasons workshop. A practical and interactive
workshop on 4 June at Woodlands Distillery, Porongurup from
1:00pm.

HOW DO YOU USE LONG-TERM CLIMATE
INFORMATION WHEN MAKING DECISIONS ON-FARM?

SW WA Hub consortium partner, CSIRO, is running a short
5-minute survey to understand what's really happening on

the ground. If you're farming, they'd really value your input,
regardless of your commodity or enterprise size. Your responses
will help shape how climate information is developed and
delivered to Australian farmers.

Find the survey here - https://csiro.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_
cZPS7RAp5DD3fpk
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DRY SEASON RESOURCES

The Hub provides links and access to many dry season resources for growers, grower groups, and the broader
agricultural community. This information is designed to aid in decision making to help those that are experiencing a
dry season.

The Hub has pulled these valuable resources together into one location for the livestock, grains and horticulture
industries. These resources are continuously updated on an as needed basis and can be found here - https://hub.
gga.org.au/resources/dry-season-resources/.

LATEST PODCAST EPISODE

The SW WA Hub Presents
Dry Season Resources

Use of virtual fencing to build farm resilience ~

Virtual fencing could become a powerful tool for dry season
management. Esperance farmer Simon Fowler and SARDI researcher
Bianca Agenbag unpack how the technology is helping producers

maximise pasture utilisation, run virtual feedlots through feed gaps, and

Use of virtual
fencing to build
farm resilience

protect precious feed reserves when seasons turn tough. Take a listen
here - https://player.captivate.fm/episode/bad461c7-e055-4834-960d-
8c4f98c328d9/ or jump on Spotify or Apple Podcasts and search Dry
Season Resources.
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To keep up to date with all that is happening with the Southwest WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation
Hub and anything climate resilience related, check out their web page and subscribe to their newsletter here -
https://hub.gga.org.au/

If you are interested in knowing more and being involved in project development for improving climate resilience

in our local area, give Kathi McDonald (Great Southern and South Coastal Regional Node) a call on 0408 418 531 or
email kathi.mcdonald@scfamers.org.au and check out the Node's webpage for further locally relevant information -
https://www.scfarmers.org.au/droughthub.

Stirlings to Coast Farmers is the Great Southern and South Coastal Node of the South-West WA Drought Resilience
Adoption and Innovation Hub and receives funding from the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund.
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