Building long-term drought resilience
through grower group led perennial
planting / ground cover (salt bush)
initiatives

SOUTHERN DIRT MINI-PROJECT SUPPORTED BY THE
SW WA DROUGHT HUB AND GS&SC NODE

The Great Southern & South Coast node of the Hub supported
Southern DIRT to add some extra value to one of their existing
projects through our Mini Projects grant. The Hub supported part
of the project was completed last year and included the addition
of extra sites demonstrating the rehabilitation of saline land with
salt bush and salt-tolerant pastures in the Kojonup area.

One of the greatest achievements through the project was the
connections Southern DIRT built across the wider community,
relationships that otherwise may never have formed. By
connecting with The Kodja Place in Kojonup, they were
introduced to the Kojonup Shire and the Wagyl Kaip Noongar
Rangers, who had recently employed four new rangers dedicated
to conserving and managing natural reserves across Southern
Western Australia. These rangers were keen to engage with the
grower group, local farmers, and the broader community. They
particularly valued their time with the school children involved in
the community planting days, and the opportunity to learn about
plant loss, salinity, drought, and land regeneration through a
farming lens.

All participating landholders engaged directly with the project by
identifying saline areas on their farms and working with Southern
DIRT through site design consultations. These discussions led to
tailored plans that extended rehabilitation efforts, incorporating
saline-tolerant pastures and trees alongside saltbush plantings.
Rehabilitating unproductive land with these plantings aids in
preventing further land degradation and improving drought
resilience on farm by supplying out-of-season and drought
tolerant fodder sources for stock.

Importantly, the project inspired participating producers to take
further action beyond the demonstration sites. Several began
addressing additional saline areas on their farms, and a number
utilised the mounding equipment to prepare new sites for future
tree and saltbush plantings.

T

SW WA Drought Hub - Great Southern & South
Coastal Node Update

Stirlings to Coast Farmers, as a ‘Drought Hub Node’, provides guidance to the nationally coordinated

‘Future Drought Fund’ on drought & climate resilience issues for the Albany Region through the South-
west WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub.

Southern Dirt plans to use the momentum from this project to
continue to educate and bring awareness to their famers and the
greater community about salinity and drought resilience, their
goal being to source further funding to address the salinity issues
across their region. The sites involved in this project will be visited
in future field days to educate farmers, create awareness and
encourage action.

Building resilient farming systems - lunch
time webinar series kicks off

JANUARY — MARCH 2026

As six of the Hub's projects are reaching completion, the Hub
is excited to share insights from each initiative, including how
project leads tackled their challenges, what they discovered,
and what comes next. The final three webinars in the series are
coming up!

Register today at https://hub.gga.org.au/events-and-
opportunities/events/

e  Thursday 12 March — Barriers and opportunities for
agricultural natural capital as an asset class

e  Thursday 26 March — Transformative Aboriginal agricultural
methods: Maaman Marra Boodjar

e  Date TBC — Preliminary investigation of methane emissions
from farm dams in Western Australia

Together, these projects deliver new knowledge and capabilities
that support transformational change in agricultural practices,
strengthening drought and climate resilience across Western

Australia.
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Best of 2025: podcasts and videos

What topics did the Hub's Dry Season Resources podcast listeners and Dry Season Shorts viewers resonate with the
most in 20257 The answer says a lot about the challenges, and opportunities, shaping our region right now.

TOP 3 PODCASTS
e Sandy soils series: Re-engineering sandy soils into productive land
e  Salinity in the Wheatbelt: insights from four decades of research

e Renewables in agriculture: Why energy companies are knocking on WA farm gates

TOP 3 VIDEOS

e  WaterSmart Dams: making dams work again | Dr Bonny
Stutsel, University of Western Australia

e Keeping dams full: insights from the WaterSmart Dams
project | Professor Nik Callow, University of Western
Australia

e  Managing water in a changing climate in the pork and
poultry industries | Dr Bruce Mullan, Pork Innovation WA

nd Spatial Science working on
mart Dams project.

entre for

These conversations cut straight to the issues growers are grappling with and offer practical insights from experts
in their fields. Make sure you're subscribed to the Hub’s podcast and YouTube channel to stay in the loop! Head to
https://hub.gga.org.au/podcast/.

To keep up to date with all that is happening with the Southwest WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation
Hub and anything climate resilience related, check out their web page and subscribe to their newsletter here -
https://hub.gga.org.au/

If you are interested in knowing more and being involved in project development for improving climate resilience

in our local area, give Kathi McDonald (Great Southern and South Coastal Regional Node) a call on 0408 418 531 or
email kathi.mcdonald@scfamers.org.au and check out the Node's webpage for further locally relevant information -
https://www.scfarmers.org.au/droughthub.
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