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Building Stronger, Resilient Livestock Systems 

SCF is excited to launch three new livestock projects focused on resilience, productivity and profitability. Together, 
these projects provide practical, on farm demonstrations to improve decision making, profitability, and long term 
livestock system resilience.

MLA PDS: FASTER, SMARTER WORM CONTROL TOOLS

New technology from FECPAK puts instant, on‑farm worm diagnostics directly into 
producers’ hands with this project designed to help local members gain clearer, 
faster, and more practical insights into drench performance on their own farms.

Using digital microscopy and AI technology, producers will be able to access 
instant, on farm worm diagnostics, including treatment recommendations, that will 
ultimately support data-driven decision making, avoiding unnecessary treatments, 
and protect the long term efficacy of drenches.

SCF will also host a speciation microscope at the office, enabling identification of 
worm species and their resistance to different drench groups. With support from 
Brown Bezier, our local expert, producers will be able to review management 
strategies and treatment plans to better combat drench resistance.

With resistance now affecting all major drench classes in our region, this project 
gives members the opportunity to trial new tools, compare results across farms, 
and build confidence in sustainable worm management. 
The aim is simple: better decisions, healthier sheep, and improved profitability for 
SCF producers.

The project is supported by Meat & Livestock Australia.

MLA PDS: PROACTIVE PASTURES: BUILDING CLIMATE RESILIENT FEED SYSTEMS

 “Proactive Pastures” is all about putting new pasture varieties to the test in our region to help livestock producers 
identify pasture options better suited to a drying and more variable climate. 

With declining rainfall and increasing climate variability reducing the reliability of traditional ryegrass and sub 
clover pastures, this project aims to demonstrate how alternative pasture species perform under local Southern WA 
conditions. A particular focus will be placed on improving resilience and addressing the late season/early summer 
feed gap.

In collaboration with the WAARC Halo Project and DPIRD/MLA FEED365, SCF will establish a three year small plot 
demonstration site in the region. Side by side pasture demonstrations will allow producers to compare new pasture 
options with traditional systems and see performance firsthand.

The site will be used regularly for SCF field events and will support future whole paddock demonstrations, helping 
to reduce risk and build confidence when adopting new pasture systems.

The key aim of the project is to identify options for more resilient pastures, leading to better feed availability and 
nutritional quality, which will in turn lead to improved profitability and stronger livestock businesses across Southern 
WA.

This project is supported by Meat & Livestock Australia.
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WHO DOESN’T LOVE A GOOD CHALLENGE? ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES TO PRODUCING THE 
HIGHEST AND BEST VALUE FOR MONEY SILAGE!

(MLA AND GRDC INVESTMENT)

This SCF Producer Demonstration Site (PDS) project aims at improving the quality, yield, and cost effectiveness of 
silage across the South Coast.

Over three years, the project will deliver a hands on “Silage Challenge”, assessing a range of crops and pastures 
while building producer skills around species selection, crop and paddock management, cutting and wilting timing, 
and ensiling techniques. The goal is to reduce variation in silage outcomes and improve feed quality, storage 
efficiency, and value for money.

A key focus will be exploring emerging legume options, including faba beans, as high quality silage. Demonstrating 
faba bean silage provides an opportunity to de risk grain legume production, improve nitrogen inputs in rotations, 
and offer flexible feed options in years when grain prices are unfavourable.

Through workshops, peer learning and farm-scale production of silage, the project will generate local yield data, 
feed test results, and cost–benefit analyses. Outcomes will be captured in a regional silage benchmark report, giving 
producers practical take home guidance to improve livestock performance, feed security, and business resilience.

This project is supported by Meat & Livestock Australia and Grains Research and Development Corporation 
collaborative investments.

If you would like to be involved with practical, livestock focused projects please register your interest. The first 
workshop is planned to get underway mid-March.

Victoria Surridge: Livestock Officer - 0428 171 285 - victoria.surridge@scfarmers.org.au


