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Stirlings to Coast Farmers is currently delivering an exciting project, supported by the Mt Burdett

Foundation, to build leadership, confidence, and practical skills for the next generation of rural leaders.

Nine young farmers from our region applied to be part of the group and we have organised different
sessions which will support them to become valuable members of their rural communities.

WHAT WE'VE DELIVERED SO FAR

In 2025, Amy Sims from Smith Thornton Accounting kicked off the program with an informative Accounting
101 session, giving participants practical insights into farm finances, budgeting, and business structure
planning.

We then followed this with a public speaking and leadership development session with Esther Price, focused
on effective communication, presentation skills, and confidence in representing the agricultural industry.
Participants were encouraged to share their ideas, tell their stories, and step forward as capable voices

within their communities.

At the beginning of 2026, Farm Owners Academy, along with Steph Ellis (Farmer - King Island), hosted an
online workshop session on Artificial Intelligence (Al). The session focussed on how Al could be used to
assist growers in the farm business/office.

In March 2026, the Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD) ran an online session on In the
Boardroom: Responsibilities and Practice. This gave the group (and some of the SCF Board members) a great
introduction to Boardroom dynamics and Board/Committee responsibilities.

All sessions have been well received, with participants highlighting the value of practical knowledge and
leadership skills that will serve them both on-farm and within the wider community.

After the 2026 crop has gone in, we hope to finalise this program with a mini study tour (WA-based) to
meet with inspirational leaders within the agricultural sector in WA. Attendees will hear the stories of these
leaders, where they started, how they got to where they are now and what advice they can pass on to the

next generation
CONCLUSIONS

Initiatives like these, play a vital role in supporting the next generation of farmers across the region. Through
programs like these, and with the support of SCF, the Mt Burdett Foundation and industry partners, our
young people are building the confidence, knowledge, and leadership capacity needed to contribute
meaningfully to the future of agriculture and rural communities across the lower Great Southern region.
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