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BACKGROUND

This Producer Demonstration Site (PDS) project aims to
demonstrate that new pasture varieties and alternate
pasture types will be more productive and profitable

in a drying and more variable climate compared to the
traditional kikuyu, annual ryegrass, and sub clover pastures
predominantly grown in Southern WA.

The "Proactive Pastures’ project will deliver critical insights
into the performance, economics, and sustainability of
alternative pasture systems in a drying climate. It will
provide robust, locally relevant trial demonstrations and
data across multiple sites (small plot & paddock scale) and
soil types, empowering producers with region specific
recommendations.

METHODOLOGY

A central small plot pasture demonstration trial that
includes perennial and annual species, located in Kalgan,
will run for three years alongside six paddock-scale
demonstrations (two run in each year, and one long-term
perennial pasture trial monitored over the three years) that
focus on 'best-bet’ species from current research projects
such as DPIRD's 'Feed365" and ‘Harvestable Annual
Legumes..

Pasture measurements for both small plot & paddock-
scale will include;

o Pasture establishment counts (plants/m?2)
e biomass cuts - dry matter t/ha

e Multispectral drone flights (early and late season) —
NDVI

o Feed quality testing (dry matter, neutral detergent
fibre, acid detergent fibre, metabolizable energy, crude
protein and key minerals)

e Days of growing season feed

Agronomic data collected from each demonstration site
will include;

Baseline soils tests at commencement

Rainfall and temperature recorded
o Site preparation and pre-emergent chemical use

e Sowing method (i.e. row spacing, rate and depth) &
fertiliser at seeding

e Weed & pest management
e In-season fertiliser applications

Livestock measurements from each of the six paddock-
scale demonstration sites:

e (lass of stock

e Liveweight and Body Condition Score before and after
grazing on both demonstration site and control

e Grazing days
e Stocking rate

Field walks will be conducted at the small plot trial and
paddock scale demonstrations sites throughout the life of
the project.
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