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BACKGROUND

Stirlings to Coast Farmers were involved in an innovative snail control project that kicked off in 2024 and ran
throughout 2025. The project featured two fixed cameras to monitor snail movement and a predatory fly
release. This was part of a larger GRDC investment led by the South Australian Research and Development
Institute (SARDI) in collaboration with Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

(DPIRD). The project sought to help farmers better time bait application with the assistance of cameras that
monitored snail movement. The local release of a predatory fly (Sarcophaga villeneuveana), in 2024, 2025
and again in early 2026 (about 4000 flies in total) is hoped to become another tool to combat snail numbers.

CONCLUSIONS

SCF engaged with growers along the south coast and monitored camera footage for snails, with snail
movements communicated to the local farmers via social media channels. This has improved farmer
awareness on snail movement patterns and the best time to bait — when snails are active and feeding.

Moving forward there has been a camera installed by SARDI at South Stirling, this will be monitored by
SARDI and the landholder.

Unfortunately, one of the fly release areas was burnt out in the Green Range fires so it is unknown if there is
a surviving population at this site. Information on fly numbers in the release areas will become available in
the future as it is monitored by SARDI and DPIRD.
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