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Stubble management to improve 
seeding efficiency and crop 
establishment  
(with Res +®, Digest-it)

Liam Guthrie, Research Officer, SCF

BACKGROUND

Stubble management remains a major challenge for 
growers in Western Australia’s High Rainfall Zone (HRZ), 
where cereal crops commonly produce more than 7 t/ha, 
often leaving stubble loads of up to 10 t/ha post-harvest. 
These high residue levels can create significant issues for 
the following crop, including poor plant establishment, 
increased nitrogen (N) tie-up, stubble-borne disease 
carryover, and seeding inefficiencies such as hair pinning, 
blockages, poor soil throw and bulldozing. Canola 
establishment, in particular, can be heavily impacted under 
retained stubble systems.

To address these challenges, Stirlings to Coast 
Farmers (SCF) commenced a GRDC-supported stubble 
management project investigating whether biological 
products, nutrient additions and mechanical stubble 
systems could accelerate stubble breakdown, improve crop 
establishment and reduce nitrogen tie-up. In 2025, SCF 
conducted two identical small-plot trials at Frankland River 
and South Stirling, testing RES+ ®, Digest-It, UAN, granular 
NS and liquid NS across standing and tilled stubble 
systems. While treatment effects were generally modest, 
the project generated valuable insights and established a 
strong foundation for further investigation. 

METHODOLOGY – 2026 

In 2026, the project has progressed to broadscale, 
farmer-managed strip trials to better assess treatment 
performance under commercial conditions. These 
paddock-scale demonstrations, located in Kendenup and 
South Stirling will compare RES+®, Digest-It, UAN (60 L/
ha) and an untreated control across replicated strips, with 
a stronger focus on visible treatment differences, crop 

establishment, NDVI and yield. This next phase aims to 
provide growers with more practical, scalable stubble 
management strategies for HRZ farming systems.

COMMUNICATION & EXTENSION

Given the local grower and adviser interest in the 2025 
phase of the trial, it is hoped that the 2026 phase of this 
project will provide farmers with scientifically robust and 
independent data so they can make informed decisions 
on use of these products going into the 2027 growing 
season. In-season field walks, trials review presentations 
and communications materials are planned to extend this 
information widely through-out the 2026 growing season. 
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